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THE  ANNUAL  FIRE  REPORT  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  FORESTS  IS 
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OCCURRING  ON  NATIONAL  FOREST  LAND  AND  OTHER  LANDS 
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CONTENTS 

Table  1. 

NUMBER  OF  FIRES  BY  GENERAL  CAUSES 

National  Forest  Land 

Total  All  Land 

Other  Than  National  Forest  Land 

Table  2. 

AREA  BURNED  BY  GENERAL  CAUSES 

National  Forest  Land 

Total  N.  F.  and  Other  Land  Inside  Protection 
Boundaries 

Table  3. 

AREA  BURNED  AND  DAMAGE 

National  Forest  Land 

Other  Land  Inside  Protection  Boundaries 

Total  N.  F.  and  Other  Land  Inside  Protection 
Boundaries 

Table  4. 

DAMAGE  BY  MAJOR  CAUSES 

Table  5. 

NUMBER  OF  FIRES  BY  MAJOR  CAUSES  AND  SIZE  CLASSES 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  1964  FOREST  FIRE  SEASON 


The  1964  fire  season  was  characterized  by  wide  variations 
in  weather  severity  for  different  sections  of  the  United  States. 
Weather  in  California  was  especially  critical  during  the  late 
summer  and  early  fall.  In  contrast,  the  Pacific  Northwest  had 
one  of  the  coldest  June  through  September  periods  of  record. 

Even  locally  there  were  extremes  from  very  wet  in  western 
Washington,  to  very  dry  in  eastern  Washington.  Northern  Idaho 
and  Montana  had  heavy  precipitation  from  June  to  August,  and 
then  experienced  a  dry  period  during  October.  Southern  Idaho, 
Utah,  and  Nevada  had  several  months  of  high  to  extreme  fire 
danger  with  many  large  and  damaging  fires.  The  central  Rockies 
went  into  the  critical  fall  period  with  very  dry  conditions. 

High  wind  velocities  were  experienced  there  for  several  weeks. 
The  Southwest  followed  the  pattern  of  variations  of  fire  weather 
locally,  but  generally  had  a  dry  fall  period. 

Weather  conditions  east  of  the  Mississippi  were  nearer  to 
normal,  but  many  areas  had  serious  rainfall  deficiencies. 

There  was  one  period  of  extreme  fire  danger  during  the  fall  in 
the  eastern  and  central  States.  Special  regulations  were 
imposed  and  special  precautions  were  taken  during  this  period 
to  prevent  as  many  man-caused  fires  as  possible. 

Number  of  Fires  Down 


Fire  occurrence  on  the  National  Forests  decreased  from  the 
5-year  average  of  12,370  to  9,749.  Burned  area  also  decreased 
from  the  5-year  average  of  230,065  acres  to  183,154.  National 
burned  area  increased  over  1963  because  of  several  large  fires 
in  California  and  Nevada.  The  number  of  man-caused  fires 
increased  steadily  from  1957  to  1963  after  a  modern-day  low  of 
3,305  man-caused  fires  in  1957.  Special  efforts  made  in  1964 
helped  to  change  this  trend.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
man-caused  fires  were  down  to  5,132  in  1964,  compared  with 
6,269  during  1963.  The  1964  figure  is  slightly  under  the 
5-year  average  of  5,191. 


The  following  tabulation  shows  total  fires  by  major  causes 
and  area  burned  for  all  National  Forests  and  Grasslands: 


T 


Year 

Number  of  Fires 

Acres  Burned 

Lightning 

Man- Caused 

Total 

1959 

4,891 

4,744 

| 

i 

9,635  | 

288,606 

1960 

7,659 

5,164 

12,823  | 

424,295 

1961 

10,576 

4,583 

15,159 

224,394 

1962 

6,301 

5,193 

11,494  | 

85,457 

1963 

6,471 

6,269 

12,740 

127,571 

Average 

1959-63 

7,180 

5,191 

t 

12,370 

230,065 

1964 

4,617 

5,132 

9,749 

183,154 

Major  Fires 

There  were  61  fires  that  exceeded  300  acres  in  size  in  1964, 
This  compares  favorably  with  a  5-year  average  of  90  such  fires. 

One  especially  large  and  damaging  fire  started  on  the  Los  Padres 
National  Forest  near  Santa  Barbara,  California,  on  September  22, 
1964.  It  was  controlled  on  October  1  after  burning  63,000  acres. 
Natural  resource  and  property  damage  inside  the  Forest  Service 
protection  boundary  was  more  than  $17  million. 

Fatalities  in  Forest  Firefighting 

Five  persons  were  killed  while  fighting  forest  fires  on  the 
National  Forests  in  1964.  Two  contract  air  tanker  pilots  lost 
their  lives  while  dropping  chemical  retardants  on  fires.  One  of 
these  occurred  in  California  and  the  other  in  Arizona.  A 
helicopter  crashed  and  the  pilot  was  killed  in  Washington.  He 
was  returning  to  his  home  base  after  delivering  firefighters  to  a 
remote  area.  One  firefighter  died  from  burns  on  the  Coyote  Fire 
in  California  and  another  was  killed  in  Colorado  from  being  struck 
by  the  tail  rotor  of  a  helicopter  as  he  was  preparing  to  be 
transported  to  a  remote  location. 

Air  Attack 


Aircraft  were  flown  for  35,276  hours  on  fire  control  activities 
in  1964.  Fire  control  activities  have  logged  an  average  of  42,293 
flight  hours  for  the  period  1959-63. 

Air  tankers  dropped  5,368,423  gallons  of  retardant  on  1,505 
fires  in  1964.  This  compares  to  an  average  of  4,758,000  gallons 
dropped  on  1,308  forest  fires  from  1959  to  1963. 
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saplings,  nerchan table  tiaber,  and  other  timber  values 


ANNUAL  FIRE  REPORT  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  FORESTS  -  CALENDAR  YEAR  -  19 64 

Table  U 


DAMAGE  BY  MAJOR  CAUSES  (DOLLARS) 

FOREST  SERVICE 

REGIONS 

NATIONAL  FOREST  LAND 

OTHER  INSIDE  PROTECTION 

BOUNDARIES 

TOTAL 

Lightning 

Man-caused 

TOTAL 

Lightning 

Man-caused 

TOTAL 

Lightning 

Man-caused 

TOTAL 

Region  1 . 

2,600 

8oo 

3,400 

300 

7,000 

7,300 

2,900 

7,800 

10,700 

2 . 

3,700 

95,800 

99,500 

3,200 

16,100 

19,300 

6,900 

111,900 

118,800 

3 . 

177,300 

145,100 

322,400 

33,300 

600 

33,900 

210,600 

145,700 

356,300 

4 . 

239,ooo 

207,800 

446,800 

34,900 

64,900 

99,800 

273,900 

272,700 

546,600 

5 . 

32,700 

13,33**, 300 

13,367,000 

- 

8,626,100 

8,626,100 

32,700 

21,960,400 

21,993,100 

6 . 

7,600 

56,900 

64,500 

- 

39,000 

39,000 

7,600 

95,900 

103,500 

7 . 

- 

6,600 

6,600 

100 

11,400 

11,500 

100 

18,000 

18,100 

8 . 

2,300 

69,300 

71,600 

- 

18,300 

18,300 

2,300 

87,600 

89,900 

9 . 

- 

59,600 

59,600 

- 

39,400 

39,4oo 

- 

99,000 

99,000 

10. ..«••• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

GRAND  TOTAL 

465,200 

13,976,200 

14,441,400 

71,800 

8,822,800 

8,894,600 

537,000 

22,799,000 

23,336,000 

NUMBER  OF  FIRES  BY  MAJOR  CAUSES  AND  SIZE  CLASSES 

Table  5 


FOREST  SERVICE 

REGIONS 

LIGHTNING 

MAN-CAUSED 

ALL  FIRES 

BY  SIZE  CUSSES 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

0  to 

1/4 

Acre 

1/4  to 

10 

Acres 

10  to 

100 

Acres 

100  to 
300 
Acres 

Over 

300 

Acres 

0  to 

1/4 

Acre 

1/4  to 

10 

Acres 

10  to 
100 
acres 

100  to 
300 
Acres 

Over 

300 

Acres 

0  to 

1/4 

Acre 

1/4  to 
10 

Acres 

10  to 
100 
Acres 

1<X)  to 
300 
Acres 

Over 

300 

Acres 

Region  1*...... 

501 

59 

5 

1 

1 

145 

69 

14 

1 

1 

646 

128 

19 

2 

2 

2. . 

274 

51 

8 

2 

3 

225 

73 

16 

3 

4 

499 

124 

24 

c 

7 

3 . 

1,397 

214 

24 

9 

2 

207 

94 

13 

7 

2 

1,604 

308 

37 

16 

4 

4 . 

401 

72 

6 

3 

2 

267 

94 

20 

13 

9 

668 

166 

26 

16 

11 

5 . 

551* 

92 

8 

l 

1 

722 

206 

47 

13 

19 

1,276 

298 

.y  y 

14 

20 

6 . 

588 

42 

l 

1 

- 

44o 

126 

17 

3 

6 

1,028 

168 

18 

4 

6 

7 . 

10 

10 

1 

- 

- 

69 

125 

32 

3 

- 

79 

135 

33 

3 

- 

8 . 

76 

128 

23 

1 

- 

209 

654 

201 

14 

7 

285 

782 

224 

15 

7 

9 . 

22 

20 

3 

- 

- 

335 

480 

107 

5 

4 

357 

500 

110 

C 

y 

4 

10 ••••••» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

GRAND  TOTAL 

3,823 

688 

79 

18 

9 

2,630 

1,921 

467 

62 

52 

6,453 

2,609 

546 

80 

61 

can  prevent 
forest  fires 


